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How to Become a DIFI MLO in AZ 
 

1.​ Review our Arizona MLO Pre-Hire/License Checklist 
2.​ Read and follow the AZ Loan Originator License New Application Checklist (Individual) 
3.​ Complete 20 hours of DIFI Arizona Pre-License Education including: 

a.​ 3 hours of Federal Law; 3 hours of Ethics (including fraud, consumer protection, 
and fair lending issues); 2 hours of non-traditional lending; 8 hours of electives; 
and 4 hours of AZ law. 

4.​ Take and pass the Licensing Exam 
a.​ Schedule your exam 

i.​ Exam Scheduling Quick Guide  
ii.​ The Exam is pass / fail and the candidate must get at least 75% of the 

multiple-choice questions correctly in order to pass. 
1.​ Either in person or online proctored 
2.​ Cost is $110 
3.​ Must wait 6 months to take if failed 3 consecutive times 
4.​ Review the MLO Testing Handbook for more information 

5.​ Apply for your License on the NMLS (Quick Guide) 
6.​ Pass a Background check (How to request a background check) 

a.​ Cost is $36.25 
7.​ Complete the Credit Report Authorization process (Quick Guide) 

a.​ Cost is $15 
8.​ Request to transfer NMLS and DRE Sponsorship status to Equity Smart 

a.​ Our NMLS is: 856170  
 
Note: MLO’s can work as a 1099 Contractor under this license type as per AZ DIFI’s Policy Statement regarding Loan 
Originator Employment and Compensation. For more information, visit the AZ DIFI’s website. 
 
Useful Resources 

-​ Resources on How to Become a MLO  
-​ Video on How to become a MLO 
-​ Trello board on how to pass the MLO Safe Exam 

 
Questions? Please email us at licensing@equitysmartloans.com!  

1499 Huntington Drive, Suite 500, South Pasadena, CA 91030 ​
(323) 258-4317 | Fax: (562) 645-7941 | NMLS ID: 856170 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LjQ32aNcXvIbBmzAu9tdyNJ4aDE0cKi1RChbh-j9Tik/edit?tab=t.0
https://mortgage.nationwidelicensingsystem.org/slr/PublishedStateDocuments/AZ-MLO-New-Application-Checklist.pdf
https://partners.oncourselearning.com/mortgage/smartsearch/required?cat=new-license&state=arizona&partner=equitysmart
https://mortgage.nationwidelicensingsystem.org/profreq/testing/Pages/default.aspx
https://mortgage.nationwidelicensingsystem.org/licensees/resources/LicenseeResources/Test-Enrollments-Individual-Quick-Guide.pdf
https://capstoneinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MLO-Handbook.pdf
https://mortgage.nationwidelicensingsystem.org/licensees/resources/LicenseeResources/MU4-Filing-Guide.pdf
https://mortgage.nationwidelicensingsystem.org/profreq/background/Pages/default.aspx
https://mortgage.nationwidelicensingsystem.org/profreq/credit/sitepages/default.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k2EVY0J6yer7q13rP93JybbyED4kLZLT/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k2EVY0J6yer7q13rP93JybbyED4kLZLT/view
https://difi.az.gov/industry/mortgage-industry
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lJlkpkY-Qgpwh-gjPzJ_SBrrck1RtHXjLEbo6p6Bkxw/edit
https://youtu.be/vpYXXuGuSNY
https://trello.com/b/LyCeXn0A/nmls-mlo-exam-prep-board-template
mailto:licensing@equitysmartloans.com

